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Sensitive to Art & its Discontents

Art for the Discerning Drone
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Is your drona all charged up with nowhere to fly? Impending Federal Avlation
Administration regulations got you down? Fear not. because this summer the Knockdown
Center, the sprawling arts space In Maspeth, Queens, wlll host a drane ohstacle course
consisting entirely ot specially commissioned sculptures. The center recently launched an
open call seeking proposals for the exhiblitlon-cum-ohaiacle course, noting that “the most
comprchensive vicwer of the wark will be the drones themschves™ and encouraging artists

ta design thalr warks with unmanned aircraft rachar than gallery visiters Inmind.

In the end. 11 artists will recoive stipends to creatc new works for the obstacle course,
wehich will gither be installed nside, suspended from the old industrial building's 20-foot-
high trusses, or in its large courtyerd. The obstacle course will be open te drone pilots of all
sorts and skill levels so, &8s the open call notes, "submissions must thoroughly consider
durability ... cellisions will occur.”™ Hyperallergic got in touch with Knockdown Center's

Michael Merck and Vanesss Thill to legrn more about the project,

Benjamin Sutton: Where did the jdeu for o drone obstoc’e course exhibilion come from?

Michael Merck and Vanessa Thill: Wa recently purchased a Barrot Bebop Sleycartraller to
make a video tour of the space and one thing lead to ancther as we attempted to learn to
iy It up Into the rafters, thraugh windows, and down stalrs. We had alse been discussing
Fcw we wanted our programming to develop and the types of exhibiticns we could present
that waould not anly warl amldst all the different activities we are engaged with but also

might not be othorwisc possible at other spaces throughout the city .. and wailal

BS: The open coll onnauncemeant mentians the possthiiity of winning the “Eye-in-The-Skye
prize™, whol foctors will be toker info considergiion in giving out ihal oward {piloting
precision? speed? acrobaticsT) and whal form will it iake — Mighl ceriificate, trophy, cosh

orize?
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MM and YT: The primary idza is that the viewer of the show s the drone, As any viewser of
art, an aestnetic judgment is weighed besed upon a8 perspective and a thought process
during and after the encounter with the wark, To that end, the Eye-In-The-Sky prize (which
will assume the form of a trophy] will be awarded to the pilot who submits the most

interesting and succingt “reading” of the chstacles vig video,
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